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God says that His Word is perfect and pure, will make one wise, and is to be more 

desired than the most precious of things.  (Psalm 19)  How can a young man keep his 
way pure?  God says, by taking heed to His Word.  (Psalm 119:9)  God commands that 
His Word be memorized (Psalm 119:11) to the end that He will be known, loved, 
honored and glorified and we will be blessed (Psalm 119:2).  Knowing and using God’s 
Word will thoroughly equip our children for every good work.  (II Timothy 3:16, 17) Let 
us obey God’s command with joy and truly say with the Psalmist, “O, how I love Thy 
law!” (119:97) 
 

The Westminster Shorter Catechism is one of the most beautiful documents 
written by man.  It is in no way equal to Scripture, which is God’s holy and inspired 
Word, but it is a wonderful summary of the major doctrines of Scripture.  It was written 
for the purpose of assisting and encouraging people to know and love God and His ways 
so that they may truly glorify Him as He deserves.  It is laid out in a form that is easy to 
memorize and when the student has accomplished that task, he or she will have laid an 
excellent foundation for Biblical thinking. We memorize about one fourth of the 
catechism each year and will add key memory verses to the program to round out the 
weeks of the school year. 
 
 

The Westminster Shorter Catechism is essentially laid out in three divisions. 
The first third (questions 1-38) concerns the doctrine of God and salvation.  The second 
third (questions 39-81), focuses on the Ten Commandments, with many questions being 
the exact Scripture from Exodus 20 and the other questions concerning the duties 
required and the sins forbidden.  These are important to know since the Lord Christ 
Himself said that these commandments were not to be seen as an end in themselves, but 
rather are a “sum of all the Law and the Prophets.”  In other words, all other laws that 
God gives fall under one of these commandments.  The third section (questions 82-107) 
involves the means of grace (the Word, sacraments and prayer) and focuses on the Lord’s 
Prayer as Christ’s example of prayer to us.  
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The first through twelfth grade students will have one catechism question and one or 

more Scripture verses each week.  Ordinarily, memory work is tested each TUESDAY, unless 
specified differently in the memory booklet.  Parents are encouraged to assist their children with 
the memory work due each week.  Consider incorporating these verses and catechism questions 
into your daily family devotions or practice while riding in the car.  You may want to set up a 
system of rewards in your home to encourage your child(ren) to memorize well and accurately. 
Set a tone of joy as you help your child(ren) with this program, remembering that God’s 
commands are not burdensome (1John 5:3) but rather are a delight! (Psalm 119:35) 
 

For testing, students in first through sixth grades will recite the memory work (first 
grade will memorize and recite the scripture only); while seventh through twelfth grades 
will write it.  Grammar school children will recite the answers to the catechism question 
and the Scripture verse after being given the question (again, first grade recites the 
scripture only).  The students do not have to memorize the question to the catechism 
question.  The question is asked of them, and they are accountable to memorize the answer 
and the scripture. 
 

The Scripture is in ESV and is in a particular form.  When reciting, the students are to 
state the reference, then the text of the Scripture, and then the reference again.  

 
Bible memory grades will count as a portion of the Bible grade they receive on their 

report card, so it is very important that they keep up with it and take it seriously.  Students are 
expected to memorize the material word perfectly.  Points will be deducted for any missed 
words. 
 

If a student is absent, it is his or her responsibility to make up the assignment the day of 
return to school or via technology (IMS), or he or she will receive a zero for that memorization. 
 

All work must be memorized according to the wording of this booklet.  
 

If there is inclement weather and school is canceled, the work is still due on the first day 
back, and we will then proceed according to schedule. 
 

 



 
FIRST QUARTER 
 

Due Tuesday, September 15 
 

Question 82:  Is any man able perfectly to keep the commandments of 
God? 
Answer:  No mere man, since the fall, is able in this life perfectly to keep 
the commandments of God, but doth daily break them in thought, word, 
and deed.  
 
Ecclesiastes 7:20 
Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins. 

Ecclesiastes 7:20 
 
 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
 
Due Tuesday, September 22 
 
Question 83:  Are all transgressions of the law equally heinous? 
Answer:  Some sins in themselves, and by reason of several aggravations, 
are more heinous in the sight of God than others.  
 
John 19:11 
Jesus answered him, "You would have no authority over me at all unless it 
had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to 
you has the greater sin." John 19:11 
 
 

 



 
FIRST QUARTER 
 

Due Tuesday, September 29 
 
Question 84:  What doth every sin deserve? 
Answer:  Every sin deserveth God's wrath and curse, both in this life, and 
that which is to come. 
 
Ephesians 5:6 
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the 
wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.          Ephesians 5:6 
 
 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
 

 
Due Tuesday, October 6 
 
Question 85: What doth God require of us, that we may escape His wrath 
and curse, due to us for sin? 
Answer:  To escape the wrath and curse of God, due to us for sin, God 
requireth of us faith in Jesus Christ, repentance unto life, with the diligent 
use of all the outward means whereby Christ communicateth to us the 
benefits of redemption.  
 
Isaiah 55:3 
Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will 
make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 Isaiah 55:3 
 
 

 



 
FIRST QUARTER 
 
Due Tuesday, October 13 
 
Question 86: What is faith in Jesus Christ? 
Answer:  Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive and 
rest upon Him alone for salvation, as He is offered to us in the gospel.  
 
Galatians 2:16 
Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through 
faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to 
be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by 
works of the law no one will be justified. Galatians 2:16 

 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

 
Due Tuesday, October 20 
 
Question 87: What is repentance unto life? 
Answer:  Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a 
true sense of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, 
doth, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God, with full 
purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedience.  
 
2 Corinthians 7:10 
For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without                     
regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 

2 Corinthians 7:10 
 
 

 



 
SECOND QUARTER 
 
Due Tuesday, October 27 
 
Question 88: What are the outward and ordinary means whereby Christ 
communicates to us the benefits of redemption? 
Answer:  The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth 
to us the benefits of redemption are, His ordinances, especially the Word, 
sacraments, and prayer; all which are made effectual to the elect for 
salvation.  
 
Matthew 28:19 – 20 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age. Matthew 28:19-20 
 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Due Tuesday, November 3 
 

Question 89: How is the Word made effectual to salvation? 
Answer: The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the 
preaching of the Word, an effectual means of convincing and converting 
sinners, and of building them up in holiness and comfort, through faith, 
unto salvation.  
2 Timothy 3:16-17 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

   2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 



 
SECOND QUARTER 
 
Due Tuesday, November 10 
 
Question 90: How is the Word to be read and heard, that it may become 
effectual to salvation? 
Answer:  That the Word may become effectual to salvation, we must 
attend thereunto with diligence, preparation, and prayer; receive it with 
faith and love, lay it up in our hearts, and practice it in our lives.  
 
James 1:25 
But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 
perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be 
blessed in his doing. James 1:25 
 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
 
Due Tuesday, November 17 
 
Question 91: How do the sacraments become effectual means of 
salvation? 
Answer:  The sacraments become effectual means of salvation, not from 
any virtue in them, or in him that doth administer them; but only by the 
blessing of Christ, and the working of His Spirit in them that by faith 
receive them.  
 
1 Corinthians 3:6-7 
I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who 
plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.

1 Corinthians 3:6-7 
 
 



 
SECOND QUARTER 
 
Due Tuesday, December 8 
 
Question 92: What is a sacrament? 
Answer:  A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by Christ; wherein, by 
sensible signs, Christ, and the benefits of the new covenant, are 
represented, sealed, and applied to believers. 
Luke 22:19-20 
And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it                               
to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in                             
remembrance of me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying,                       
“This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.

Luke 22: 19-20 
 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Due Tuesday, December 15 
 
Question 93: Which are the sacraments of the New Testament? 
Answer: The sacraments of the New Testament are Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:16-17 
The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of 
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of 
Christ?  Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for 
we all partake of the one bread. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 

 
 

 



 
THIRD QUARTER 
 
Due Tuesday, January 12 
 
Question 94: What is Baptism? 
Answer:  Baptism is a sacrament, wherein the washing with water in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, doth signify 
and seal our ingrafting into Christ, and partaking of the benefits of the 
covenant of grace, and our engagement to be the Lord's.  
 
Romans 6:4 
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life Romans 6:4 
 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
 
Due Tuesday, January 19 
 

Question 95: To whom is Baptism to be administered? 
Answer:  Baptism is not to be administered to any that are out of the 
visible church, till they profess their faith in Christ, and obedience to Him; 
but the infants of such as are members of the visible church are to be 
baptized.  
 
Genesis 17:7 
And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be 
God to you and your offspring. 

Genesis 17:7 

 



 
THIRD QUARTER 
 
Due Tuesday, January 26 
 
Question 96: What is the Lord's Supper? 
Answer:  The Lord's Supper is a sacrament, wherein, by giving and 
receiving bread and wine, according to Christ's appointment, His death is 
showed forth; and the worthy receivers are, not after a corporal and carnal 
manner, but by faith, made partakers of His body and blood, with all His 
benefits, to their spiritual nourishment, and growth in grace.  
 
1 Corinthians 11:26 
For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord's death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 
 

 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Due Tuesday, February 2 
 
Question 97: What is required for the worthy receiving of the Lord's 
Supper? 
Answer:  It is required of them that would worthily partake of the Lord's 
Supper, that they examine themselves of their knowledge to discern the 
Lord's body, of their faith to feed upon Him, of their repentance, love, and 
new obedience; lest, coming unworthily, they eat and drink judgment to 
themselves.  
1 Corinthians 11: 28-29 
Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of 
the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats 
and drinks judgment on himself.                 1 Corinthians 11: 28-29 

 

 



 
THIRD QUARTER 
 
Due Tuesday, February 9 
 
Question 98: What is prayer? 
Answer:  Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, for things 
agreeable to His will, in the name of Christ, with confession of our sins, 
and thankful acknowledgment of His mercies. 
 
Philippians 4:6 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 

     Philippians 4:6 
 
 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
 
Due February 16 
 
Question 99: What rule hath God given for our direction in prayer? 
Answer: The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in prayer; but the 
special rule of direction is that form of prayer which Christ taught His 
disciples, commonly called the Lord's Prayer.  
 
1 John 5:14 
And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask 
anything according to His will He hears us. 1 John 5:14 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THIRD QUARTER 
 
Due Tuesday, February 23 
 
Question 100: What doth the preface of the Lord's Prayer teach us? 
Answer: The preface of the Lord's Prayer, which is, “Our Father which art 
in heaven,” teacheth us to draw near to God with all holy reverence and 
confidence, as children to a father, able and ready to help us; and that we 
should pray with and for others.  
 
Luke 11:13 
If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask Him! Luke 11:13 
 
 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
 
Due Tuesday, March 2 
 
Question 101: What do we pray for in the first petition? 
Answer: In the first petition, which is, “Hallowed be thy name,” we pray 
that God would enable us, and others, to glorify Him in all that whereby 
He maketh Himself known, and that He would dispose all things to His 
own glory.  
 
Romans 11: 36 
For from Him, and through Him and to Him are all things; to Him be glory 
forever. Amen. Romans 11: 36 
 
 
 



 
THIRD QUARTER 
 
Due Tuesday, March 9 
 
Question 102: What do we pray for in the second petition? 
Answer:  In the second petition, which is, “Thy kingdom come,” we pray 
that Satan's kingdom may be destroyed; and that the kingdom of grace 
may be advanced, ourselves and others brought into it, and kept in it; and 
that the kingdom of glory may be hastened.  
 
Revelation 12:10 
And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the kingdom of our God 
and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers 
has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.”

Revelation 12:10 
 
 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FOURTH QUARTER 
 
Due Tuesday, March 16 
 
Question 103: What do we pray for in the third petition? 
Answer: In the third petition, which is, “Thy will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven,” we pray that God, by His grace, would make us able and 
willing to know, obey, and submit to His will in all things, as the angels do 
in heaven. 
 
Psalm 119:34-36 
Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my 
whole heart.  Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in 
it. Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain! 

Psalm 119:34-36 
 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
 
Due Tuesday, March 23 
 
Question 104: What do we pray for in the fourth petition? 
Answer:  In the fourth petition, which is, “Give us this day our daily 
bread,” we pray that of God's free gift we may receive a competent portion 
of the good things of this life, and enjoy His blessing with them.  
 
Proverbs 30:8 
Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor 
riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me. 

Proverbs 30:8 
 

 



 
FOURTH QUARTER 
 
Due Tuesday, March 30 
 
Question 105: What do we pray for in the fifth petition? 
Answer:  In the fifth petition, which is, “And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors,” we pray, that God, for Christ’s sake, would freely 
pardon all our sins; which we are the rather encouraged to ask, because by 
His grace we are enabled from the heart to forgive others. 
 
Matthew 18:35 
So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother from your heart. Matthew 18:35 
 
 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
 
Due Tuesday, April 20 
 
Question 106: What do we pray for in the sixth petition? 
Answer:  In the sixth petition, which is, “And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil,” we pray that God would either keep us from 
being tempted to sin, or support and deliver us when we are tempted. 
 
Matthew 26:41 
Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak. Matthew 26:41 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FOURTH QUARTER 
 
Due Tuesday, April 27 
 
Question 107: What doth the conclusion of the Lord's Prayer teach us? 
Answer:  The conclusion of the Lord's Prayer, which is, “for thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.” teacheth us to 
take our encouragement in prayer from God only, and in our prayers to 
praise Him, ascribing kingdom, power, and glory to Him; and, in 
testimony of our desire, and assurance to be heard, we say, “Amen.”  
 
Revelation 22:20-21 
He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus!  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.  Amen.  

Revelation 22:20-21 
 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
 
Due Tuesday, May 4 
 
I Corinthians 1:27-29 
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things 
that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.  

   I Corinthians 1:27-29 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
FOURTH QUARTER 
 
Due Tuesday, May 11 
 
Matthew 22:36-39 
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to 
him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. Matthew 22:36-39 

 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Due Tuesday, May 18 
 
John 3:14-16 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:14-16 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
 
Praise the Lord! You have memorized twenty-six catechism answers and 
forty-five scripture verses. May God use these truths to help you know and 
love Him more and to make you a better servant for the building of His 
kingdom. 
 
 
References: 
The Shorter Catechism with scripture proofs: Banner of Truth Trust 
Westminster Shorter Catechism with Scripture:  www.reformed.org 
Scripture: ESV, Crossway Bible 
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